(Applause.) If this scheme is to come to anything, which I devoutly trust and believe it will, it will have started under very good auspices in the home of the Florence Nightingale School. I cannot help hoping that as the outcome of the Crimean War was the foundation of the magnificent system of nursing which now exists in England and her Dominions beyond the seas, so the outcome of this great and terrible war which is now going on may be a further consolidation of that profession. I want to say just a word of apology for the fact that the first list of the Council that was sent out was not complete, and also I am told by Miss Swift that some of the copies were rather illegible. Those two things were due to this reason? that we had to act in rather a hurry, and as it was on a Saturday afternoon most of our staff were away, and we were very anxious that the notices should be got out as soon as possible. The I believe that the clerk has already written to you, Sir, and that he received no invitation to to-day's meeting. And also the chief medical officer of our Union has had no invitation. I believe I am right in saying so. We have over 3,000 beds for the sick, and we train over 250 nurses in the year. I was talking to Mr. Curtis yesterday, and he feels that he would like to know a little more about the scheme, because he has not been able to consider it properly yet.
The Chairman : I am sorry the invitation has not reached your Union, and I think there must have been a mistake somewhere. I hope Miss Bodley will make it clear that it was a mistake and not an intentional omission.
Miss Bodley : Then we may hope that a representative will be allowed to be sent up from our Union. 
